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INTERNATIONAL LILAC SOCIETY



INTERNATIONAL LILAC SOCIETY is a non-profit corporation
comprised of individuals who share a particular interest, appre-
ciation and fondness for lilacs. Through exchange of knowledge,
experience and facts gained by members it is helping to promote,
educate and broaden public understanding and awareness.

Articles printed in this publication are the views and opinions of
the author(s) and do not necessarily represent those of the editor
or the International Lilac Society ..

This publication, LILAC NEWSLETTER
(formerly THE PIPELINE) is issued
monthly. Back copies are available by
writing to the International LiJacSociety,
c/o Mr. Charles Holetich, Royal Botanical
Gardens, Box 399, Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada. L8N 3H8. Please send 50 cents
for each copy requested.

Frttsident: Orville Steward,
P.O. Box 33,
Plymouth, VT 05056

.Sectatary: Walter W. Oakes·
Box 315, Rumford, Maine, 04216
Treasumr: WalUr E. EIckhorst"
140 W. Douglas Ave., Naperville, IL 60540
Editor: Pro tern. Or. Owen M. Rogers.
University of New Hampshire,
Durham, NH 03824

INTERNATIONAL ULAC SOCIETY,
William A. Utley, Ex. Vice-Pres., .
Grape Hill Farm, Devereaux Rd., Clyde, NY 1443:1

MEMBERSHIP CLASS/FICA TION
Single annual . . • • . • • . . . . . • . . • . . • • .$ 10.00
Family. • • • • • • • ; . • . • . . . • • . • . • • • • • . . 12.50
Sustaining . . . . . . . • • . . • . . . . . • . . • . •. 20.00
Institutional/Commercial •.•.•..•••••••. 25.00 .
Ute ••..•.•••..............••• _• 150.00 .

-Mail membership dues to I.LS. Secretary



TRENCH i~~TH9D .PLANTING DETAIL "
TWO STAG~ERED ROWS
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TRENCH EXCAVATION

OEPiH IS VARIAet.£

'DEPENDING ON EXISTING

SOIL CONDITIONS

T~ENCH MET~OD END VIEW
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NOTE TRENCH METI10D TOP ,VIEW

A 50' long trench 4' wide and 5' spacing 2-rows accommodates Zl Dlants
A 30' long trench 6' wide 5' spacing 3 rows accommodates 20 plants
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FEATURE ARTICLE:' PLANTS IN OPERA

The 19th century was an era rich tn travel ,',.explor.ation,and discovery.
Taking the lead from their 18th century predecessors, 'naturalists fascinated
.Europe with accounts of,~nknown spectes tn far off.,?<otic,pl.~ce.s•. To sati~fythe general public's deslre to see all that was reported, museums,cQnserva-tories, zoos and gardens were founded by many of the colonizi~ggovernments,each one eager to surpass the other.-···Music,' art ana literature were not im-
mune to this fascination with the exotic; composers interwove foreign:'melodiesand rhythms into western musical structures, and writers .lookedto the southand east for material for new plays, novels. and poems. Operatic audiences
were treated to w6rksby Bizet, Mascagni, Puccini, and.·Massenet ,~~aturingplots and characters from places as far away as Japan, China, and Indi~.
Beyond the simple allusion to a .floweras in "La fleur que tu m'avai's:jetee"
from CARMEN, or the beautiful· flower duet from MADAM BUTTERFLY,' exotic
botanical species play pivotal roles in the plots of two 19th century, Frenchoperas, LAkME by "Leo Oelibes, and L'AFRICAINE by Giacomo Meyerbeer.Althoughboth operas are no longer very popular, they remain in the repertoire of manyopera houses throughout the world, and certa in arias from both+are' standardfare for today's opera singer. '
LAICME (1883) takes...pf ace in India during the 19th century. The heroine,
Lakme, the daughter of'a Brahmin priest, lives in idyllic splendor among theflowers and plants of her garden. Knowing the powers of the. plants,·aroundher, She bites a leaf from a .datura tree to end the grief of.herl,ove for
Gerald, an English soldier who decides he cannot leave the amy· for:'tJ)e'yOU!}gHindu woman. Of course. the-effect of the datura is not immediate, and lakmeand Gera1d manage to~stng together for some time after the fatar l·ngestion.
It is a species of the manchineel tree (Euphorbia cotinifolia) which Meyerbeerused to great effect in his opera 'L'AFRlCAINE (l865)~ Not only.does a group
of captured Portuguese'women succumb to the deadly perfume of its blossoms inan unnamed exotic land somewhere near the Cape of Good Hope, ,but the 'heroine
of the opera, a dark-skinned princess named Selika, breathes the odor of thepoisonous tree as she wa~ches her lover's ship depart. Is the mancnineel tree
really fatal? Can species of it be found in the Indian Ocean? It is wel1-known in the caribbean, where its caustic sap is avoided. However, since eventhe name of the heroine in the opera seems a bit out of place (Selika is anArabian name-the character appears to be an East Indian, and is definitely aHindu), perhaps both the librettist (Eugene Scribe) and the composer decided
to stretch the truth just a bit.
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11. Sl1lHBBNCAL1RRUA (species and hybrids)

']here are 80 IDIlIIY lilacs that do well In california that we have to report
them in two lists. This one, also supplied by Joel Margaretten, covers
~~ hyacinthiflora cultivars as well as SaDe species and species
hytJrIdi. . .

S'DUlIl' X BDCINlBIIUIIA QlLTIVABS

AI ice Eastwood
Anabel
Assessippi
Berryer
Blue Hyacinth
Bountiful
Buffon
caUnat
Qmrchill
Clarke's Giant
Claude Bernard
Doctor Clladwick
Esther Staley
Evangeline
Excel
Fantasy
Fraser

Maiden's Blush
Mimehaha
Mirabeau
Mmtesquieu
M>untBaker
Necker
Pink Cloud
Pink Spray
Pocahnotas
Purple Glory
Purple Heart
Rowancroft ·Pink
Royal Purple
Scotia
Sister Justena
Splendor
Stmner Skies

Grace l\facl'..enz ie
Swartboore
Tan Taylor
Turgot
Vauban

Hyacinthiflora Plena
Jewel
L8rmartine
Laurentian
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jOlikaea 'EXIMIA'
Josikaea 'lD3FA'
jOlikaea
JuUanae 'HERS VARIB'lY'
JuUanae
lamarowii
laoiniata
mayeri 'PALmIN'
mayeri
ad crophyll a 'SUPF.IRBA'
oblata 'ammNNE'
oblata var. alba
Oblata var. dilatata
olbata var. giraldii
patula cv. (Pink F01'll1)
patula
pekinensis
pinnati folia
potaninii
reflexa
reticulata var. amrensis
rhodopea

sweginzowii
tigerstedt it
tomentella 'BOSBA'
tomentella
villosa
vulgaris
wolfii
x chinesis 'AIBA'
x chinesis . 'MfiENSIS'
x chinesis ,~'
x diversifolia 'NOUVEAU'
x henryi 'ID.mCB'
x hyacinthiflora .:
x josi flexa 'AltiA JM:DI!F'
x josiflexa 'aJlNEVERB'
x josi flexa 'JAlVES MACFARLANE'
x josi flexa 'lDfALTY'
x nanceiana 'FI.amAL'
x nanceiana 'RUl'ILANI"
x persica
x swegiflexa

}

r
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( '<:mIMINAL '

(S. x henryi x S. tomentella)
'HImIN'·
(S. villosa x S. sweginzowii)
'KIM'

(S. josikaea x 8.?)
'MISS C'.ANAIlA.'
(S. x josiflexa !lUD'lINE' x
X. x prestoniae 'HIAWA1HA')

'PRAIRIAL'
(S. henry x S. t~tella). _.
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REQUEST FOR COMMERCIAl SOURCE LISTS

Walter Oakes maintains a file of sources for specific lilac cultivars.
These lists are sent to new and prospective members and are the backup
material from which he .gets the answer to the question "Where do I find

II.... .
To keep this file up-to-date, he needs new lists from all ,sources as
they become available or are updated. Current information will avoid
unnecessary correspondence on Walter's part and disappointment on the
members' part when listed items are no longer available.
Therefore, if you are offering lilacs for sale, please send your most
recent list to Mr. Walter Oakes, Box 315, Rumford, ME 04276 and place
his name on your mailing list to receive new lists as they are published.

IN MEMORY

We have just received word that Myron Zucker died peacefully in his
sleep on 29 September 1988. His wife, Isabel Zucker, passed away on 29
November 1986 and at that time Myron told his children that he did not
want to live any more. .
Mrs. Judith Clark, the Zucker's daughter, writes of the enjoyment that
her parents received from their association with the International Lilac
Society: she writes, "They love~ the gardens and out-of-doors life."
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EXCHANGE STUDENT AT FALCONSKEAPE 8

The following letter was written by a student from Yugoslavia after he
had spent time working at Falconskeape. It originally appeared in the
Falconskeape Gardens Newsletter.
Dear Friends of Falconskeape Gardens: -,

Before I arrjved at Falconskeape, I thought that this is like many other
jobs where horticulture students usually work. I though,t that I will
have strictly duties and probably be away from science for a fe~ months.
Now, I'm glad that I was mistaken.
The first time I've ever seen a place like Falconskeape is now. last
year, I had a chance to visit the Royal Botanical Gardens in Amsterdam,
the Royal Gardens in Hanover and Barcelona's Magic Steps gardens, which
were designed' by Gouda. But Falconskeape is something different.
Evenmore, I can't compare Falconskeape with any other rated garden.
Falconskeapets architectural conception is to look like a natural park.
This is a very new fashion conception in gardens today. And when we-
worked new beds for plants with Peter Murray. Superintendant of
Falconskeape Gardens, that general rule was always viewed as the_purpose.
Or when we did pruning, we always try to make trees look more natural.
How does a work day usually look in the Gardens? Weeding, _ pruning,
working new beds and lots of learning. Why learning? Because on the 25
acres of this garden, you can find hundreds and hundreds of different
species of trees, lilacs, peonies, daylilies~ crabapples and other kinds
of plants. Many of them are unique. The lilac collection has more than
six hundred varieties of lilacs and all the species. I think it must be
the most complete collection in the world. Two hundred of these were
developed by Father John Fiala, who has great experience in hybridizing
teChniques. He also has produced many plants with double numbers of
chromosomes, which is very interesting from the scientific aspect.
Garden Director.Dr. Karen Murray, also a university professor, had the
idea to open the gardens for domestic and foreign students, and Lam very
happy because I'm the first foreign student who had the opportunity to
w~rk and study here.
To be in Falconskeape for me is some like if you were opening a good
botany book.
Pegro Dimsoski. Student of the Agriculture Faculty of
Skopje University, Yugoslavia
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*** AITENTION ***

FALCONSKEAPE is negotiating with the airlines for special discounted air-
fares for those planning to attend the 1989 INTERNATIONAl LILAC SOCIETY
:onvention in Medina, Ohio.
In order to get these special fares, we must know how many of our members
ire_planning to travel to the Cleveland area by air. Please fill out the
form below and return it to us as soon as possible.
YES, I/We are planning to attend the Convention in May, 1989
How many persons will be in your party?
~hat will be your mode of transportation? Fly__ Other _
If flying, from which major city will you be departing?(This information is required to determine the airlines-se-r-v-=-in-g---="'th=--e--"-la-r-g--
~st number of Convention attendees).
It is most important that you respond to this questionaire. The responses
~ill be used not only in our negotiations with the airlines, but also for
dealing:with the hotels and other services suppliers required for coordi-
nating a successful meeting.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Name-------------------------------------- Return fol'll to:

Address ~----~---------------------------- Dr. Karen T. MurrayFalconskeape GardensP.O. Box 1529Medina, Ohio 44258
City/State/Zi p _
Phone Number ----------------------------~--



LILACS YOU'LL LOVE
Lilacs you'll love their first year -
Not bare root, they remain in high gear.
As a matter of fact,
With their root balls intact,
'Less you tell, they won't know they left here!
The lilacsyou receive from CARLSON'S GARDENS
will not be bare root! They are container grown and
are shipped with their generous root balls intact Oust
like our azaleas and rhododendrons). That way you
won't be won't be wasting the year or more that bare-
rooted lilacstake to get established and start growing.
rm interested inplanting lilacswithestablishedroot balls.
Please send your "UlACS YOU'u. LOVE" List to:

Name .

Street Address : .

City State Zip .

QRLSONs .
G4RDENS

Box 305-ILS, South soiem NY 10590
Tel. (914) 763-5958

".



ao, Box 52
CambridgeSprings. PA 16403

(814) 398-2728

In our first year at our new location in northwestern Pennsylvanta we
offer the following selection. We recommend ordering now for springdelivery, but if you are having a Lilac attack and really must have them
this fall, we will try.
COl1lllonlilac One Year Seedfings. Bare Root. 6-10 Inch•.....•••• $0.70 ea.
COl1lllonLi1ac One Year Pot Grown •••••••••.••••••••••••.••.••.• "..$0.90 ea.
COl1lllonlilac Two Year Transplant. B/B•••••.•.••••••••••.••••••. $2.50 ea.
The following are named varieties, started by Tissue Culture, then field"
grown for one year:

Katherine Havemeyer. O-V. 5-8 inch•••••••.••••.•.••••••••. $2.50 ea.
Charles Joly. O-VII. 5-8 inch•..••••.••..•.•••••••••••.•.. $2.50 ea.
President Grevy. 0-III. 5-8 inch.......................... $2.50 ea.
Charles Tenth. S-VI.5-8 inch••.••••••••••.•••.••••••••••• $2.50 ea.
Ludwig Spaeth. S-VII. 6-10 inch•.•••.•.••..•.••.••••.••.•. $2.80 ea.
Be11e De Nancy. 0- V. 4-6 inch............................. $2.40 ea.Miss Ellen Willmott. 0-1. 4-6 inch•..•.•••••••••••..•••••• $2.40 ea.
Paul Thirion. O-VI. 4-6 inch•••.••.•.••.•••••..••••••••••• $2.40 ea.

Please send a check with your order. A reasonable estimate for shipping
cost is 10% of the order value; adjustment to that estimate will be made
when the order is shipped.

The lilac Farm
P.O. Box 52
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403
(814) 398-2728
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