











“Joan was a lovely person. I'll miss her.-"-Dave Gressley

“Our Lilac family is saddened by the passing of Joan Speirs. She will be
remembered for her contributions to ILS. Her big project digitalizing the
journals and the wonderful convention she planned and hosted in Ottawa.
She was a wonderful lady and a wonderful member of our society.

We are sad, but glad to have known her.

Sincere condolences to her family and friends. “-Nicole Jordan, ILS President

“I was very sad to hear that Joan Speirs passed away. I enjoyed meeting her
several times, and having her as a host at the Ottawa 2009 convention and at the
Central Experimental Farm.” -Kent Millham

“Very sad to hear that Joan has passed. 1really enjoyed talking with her at
the conventions, laughing, sharing lilac stories, and I admired her work she’s
accomplished for the ILS.” -Kelly Applegate

[Executive Vice President’s Note: The following articles by, and about, Joan
Speirs, were published in the Spring, 2016 edition of the Newsletter of the
Central Experimental Farm. The International Lilac Society thanks CEF and
Friends of the Farm for permission to reprint these articles.

Joan would have been embarrassed that so many of her and her coauthor’s
contributions are published here. They represent important news and report
about lilacs, their care, and history, however. I am only saddened that there will
not be more contributions from Joan in the future. —Brad Bittorf]

In Memory — Joan Speirs
Joan Speirs, who was the author or co-author of the three articles on lilacs in the [Spring,

2016] issue of the [Central Experimental Farm] newsletter, died on March 13 at the age
of 86.

LILACS, Spring 2016 38

Joan obtained an Honours B.A. in Botany and Chemistry at Queen’s University. For four
years she worked in mycology at the Farm on a program identifying wood-destroying
fungi found in Canada. She then moved to the field of human virology and cell culture,
first with the Defence Research Board and later with Health and Welfare Canada in food
microbiology research. About a year after she joined the Friends of the Farm.

In 1999, George Vorauer, then Activities Director at the Friends, offered Joan the new job
of coordinating a volunteer lilac team. The lilacs at the Farm became her passion. Thanks
to her, the expert team she put together, and staff at the Gardens with whom she closely
collaborated, the collection was rejuvenated and became one of the best in North Ameri-
ca. She received an Outstanding Volunteer award from the Friends of the Farm in 2003.

Joan was an active member of the International Lilac Society, serving on the board of
directors for several years. She hosted a successful 2609 Society convention in Ottawa, at
which she was recognized for contributing to a scientific study of phytoplasma bacteria in
lilacs and for educating the public through her Lilacs at the Central Experimental Farm
pages on the Friends of the Farm’s website.

As lilac team coordinator she was always appreciative of each member’s efforts, and
ready to give credit to others. She shared her knowledge and love of lilacs, giving many
public tours of the collection. With her “lively and inquisitive nature” (Sharon Saunders),
her meticulous methods and her devotion to the plants, she was a true friend of the Farm’s

lilacs.
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Small Lilacs at the Experimental Farm

By Joan Speirs and Maura Giuliani

While the blooming lilacs in the Farm’s Ornamental Gardens are an annual de-
light to the eye, many of us have small gardens, without room for a three-metre
shrub. Botanists and nursery owners have responded to this reality with cultivars
that make it possible to enjoy the pleasures of lilacs without giving up serious
garden space. The information below details these developments and identifies
examples in the Ornamental Gardens. Come take a look this spring. You may be
inspired to include a lilac in your garden!

Many of the varieties of common lilac (Syringa vulgaris) and Villosae Group
hybrids (which include Prestons) can reach large sizes, but there are exceptions,
such as ‘Prairie Petite’ and ‘Minuet’, mentioned below. In general, the species

S. meyeri and several subspecies of S. pubescens are of small stature, have small
leaves, single and delicate flowers, the ability to rebloom and may have fall
colour. Hybridizers have been concentrating on crosses within these to develop
varieties of small lilacs (hopefully less than two metres). We discuss several that
can be seen in the Farm’s collection.
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