2027 ILS Annual Convention 

Lied Lodge at Arbor Day Farm 
Nebraska City, Nebraska
April 29-May 1, 2027

Save the dates and plan to join us on Arbor Day weekend in Nebraska City, Nebraska. The 2027 ILS annual convention will showcase Nebraska’s largest public lilac collection and the nation’s second largest public lilac collection for total number of diverse cultivars. 

“Nebraska is nestled in the middle of the country, marked by expansive fields of corn, soybean, and wheat. Its landscape is dotted by cattle, an occasional farm pond, and too many gravel roads to count. Here, spring is a lovely season. The return of warmer weather is signified by the migration of the Sandhill Cranes, a sight to behold and one that words can do no justice. Before the rural cemeteries become adorned with peonies in nearly every shade of pink and before the backyard rhubarb is ready to cut, the lilacs awaken once again, reminding us that the brutal winter months were worth it.

Although it’s known as the Cornhusker state, there’s no doubt that Nebraska is a lilac state, too. Our lilac roots run deep: the Sass family; the ‘Prairie Petite’ lilac; Lourene Wishart; and Max Peterson.” 

LILACS, Spring 2024

We invite you to see the beauty that the Arbor Lodge State Historical Park Lilac Collection and the Arbor Day Farm Lilac Collection have to offer. The unforgettable 2027 ILS annual convention weekend will include:

· Immersive lilac experience featuring over 340 lilacs, including numerous rare cultivars.
· Lodging, meeting space, and lilac collections on a shared site. Convenience means spending more time during the convention on the things that matter most to you. 
· Ample time to explore lilacs, orchard, tree and prairie trails, the public park, and Arbor Lodge mansion ensures that you’ll make beautiful memories. 
· Educational sessions and guided tours at the orchard, prairie, and mansion will facilitate new insights and meaningful experiences. 
· Shared dining experiences with lilac friends, old and new, means that you’ll leave with a renewed spirit. 
· Take home a piece of the Park or the Farm at the always-anticipated ILS Public Lilac Auction. The auction will include approximately 100 cultivars exclusively from the Arbor Lodge State Historical Park Lilac Collection and the Arbor Day Farm Lilac Collection.
· An all-inclusive registration fee that includes all meals, trolley transportation across the Farm and Park, meeting room fees, convention name tag, courtesy bag with convention agenda, lilac collection information, other resources, and lilac-themed swag item(s). 

Registration information will be available in late Summer 2026 and will include traditional options and a new online option. Full convention and single-day registration options will also be available.

For behind-the-scenes updates on convention plans follow @nebraskalilacs on Instagram. 	Comment by Nathan Mueller: To link: https://www.instagram.com/nebraskalilacs/

We look forward to welcoming ILS members, lilac enthusiasts, and friends to Nebraska in 2027!
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